Just what IS a 501 (c) (3)?????

You hear it almost every day.

· “Give to us because we’re a registered 501 (c) (3).” 

· “You can trust us because we’re a 501 (c) (3).”

· “Make your donation to our 501 (c) (3) today and get a tax deduction.”
So just what does 501 (c) (3) mean? It’s refers to a part of the U.S. tax code that provides exempt status for Federal income tax purposes for some non-profit organizations. 
Section “501” of the code deals with exemption from tax on corporations, certain trusts, etc. These organizations are usually charitable, educational, or religious. 

Subsection “(c)” is the list of exempt organizations. 

Here’s where it gets more detailed. Sub-subsection (3) talks about corporations and any community chest, fund, or foundation organized and operated exclusively for religious, charitable, scientific, testing for public safety, literary, or educational purposes, or to foster national or international amateur sports competition, or for the prevention of cruelty to children or animals. 
You can see how Helen Woodward Animal Center fits in here through our work as we provide educational programs and work to meet the needs of animals and people in need. 

Now that you see how we qualify as a 501 (c) (3), we have a challenge for you. While we cherish every dime that you donate, remember that, “With benevolence comes responsibility”. Meeting the legal requirements doesn’t show you what we do or why your support of Helen Woodward Animal Center is so important.  

Please come visit us. You’ll see families leaving with their new dogs and cats. You’ll share the delight of children discovering the world through the eyes of a pony, tortoise, or parrot. You’ll feel the pride of a physically challenged child moving from a wheelchair to a saddle high atop a therapy horse. You’ll hear success stories as our staff and volunteers return from convalescent facilities and homes for abused children. And you’ll share in our pride for the AniMeals we provide for the pets of homebound senior citizens. 
Visit Club Pet before leaving your pet in our care. Ask for a tour of our community equine hospital. Then take a few minutes to meet our new friends at Rancho Santa Fe Veterinary Hospital, right here on Helen Woodward Animal Center’s campus. 

With your benevolence comes responsibility. We’re honored to have you as a friend and supporter of Helen Woodward Animal Center.  

